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Design Excellence North Kent

Design Excellence North Kent s a project, supported by the Department for
Communities and Local Governiment, intended to promate high quality design.
The project commissioned this case study as part of a series 1o share best practice,
celebrate excatlence and share lessons leamt

The shome Wood Visitor GRAV‘:’SEHB
Centre is located within
the shorne Wood Country
Park, which is just off the
A2 betweaen Gravesen
and Rochester. 1t forms
art of the shorne Wwood Heritage Project,
aims o encourage residents In North Kent to
part In recreational activities in the countrys
rpretation and access provi

One of the most visited open spaces in North Kent (more than 180,000 visitors
annually}, the Shorne Country Park provides a range of leisure and recreational
facilities for the area’s growing population. It acts as a hub for other parks and
woodland areas, all of which have considerable ecological, landscape and/or
archaeclogical importance. Shorne Wood covers appraximately 288 acres of
ancient land. This includes old clay ction pit, ds
wetlands with ponds and lakes rich with reeds, rush and willow,
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extend Shome Wood Countr
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[ cunch (MCCH was 3l
Park_This included connecting Shorme to Cobha
g links to Randall Wood and Brewens Wood. The Coundry P

W

encompasses approcmately 360 acres and provides warld class recreational and
education facilities

1or facilities provided an appartumity
Park'’s extraordinary biodlversay

while ralsing awaeness of the inportance of climare change. It was intended that
thie centie would become a flagahip _1‘11[.‘|° of sustainable building technologies
for ather projects located in the Thame: area 1o follow

Being located within the Kenr Dowrs Area of Qutstanding Matusal Beauty, |
cuality design was an essential criterion. Organisations supporting the Centre's
velopment inclede

® Department for Communities and Local Gavernment
@ South East England Development Agency (SEEDA)

@ English Nature

@ Forestry Commission
® Gravesham Borough Councll
@ Rail Link Countryside initiathe

@ Kent Downs Area of Qutstanding Natural Beauty Uiniy
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KCC hafd 3 competithve tender to find the winning design, based on the
folowing objectives;

To design a multifunctional new bulifing or an extension around the existing
buildings that increases capacity anc Improves the experience of people
visiting and operating within it

To provide an interpretative space, education facilities, Inchuding a classroam
and welfare facilities, a café, woilet fadlities and an administration/office space.

Tor ensure it is a5 envi ally frigndly ible, with
constructianal methods, matefials, energy use, water and waste management,
all @ming 1o minimise environmenitzl footpring

an

T enabie, within the design. opportnities for interpreting the building itself.

w

To create 3 secure, robust bullding ina public area

To strongly consider the aesthetics of the bullding, batancing innavation,
Intenest and sunoundings

7, To be sympathetic to the sensitivity of the location of the site with regard 1o
the varicus designations placed upon it

The Winning Design

The Lee Evans Partnaeship wirs the architectural firm chosen, as thelr proposal
responded best 1o the Councills brisd and, in
sustainable technalogies

The wi
o its kecal hertage. Historcally, 5 weedl knowen for boat bu
housing is a o af housing In this area The Cenfre's o
these traditions & COrporating bent wood elements that rese
an ug
entirely fram wooden matertals and the achitects worked with ehesteu
the area to source local materialy, including larch, chestrur and oak, Tt
Innovazive that It encourages park visiors to infer
whether they enter the building ar nat.
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The bullding's ground plan 1s shaped Fe 3 narow 'S and is clad with chestnut and
punctuated with glazing, It has been designed
via a footbridge. Located at the building's eastern end, the interpeetation centre
forms the main part of this spa oilet and office facilities at the
bullding's western end. This space is enteted thio gh o glazed eastern elevation Two
frames extend outside the main entrance providing a covered accessway.
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The designers needed 10 candsder peak visitor fiows as well a4 te varie

which waulkd occur at different times of the year such as school dsits, commur
courses and recreational uses. The layout design of the buitling makes It possibie
0 be open 364 days & year, an increase of 111 days over the nunber of days that

T preevious centre was open. it is antcpared thar an extra 20% more vivitoes will be
atracted 10 the centre,

ACCess

A range of non-vehicular access points and routes will be provided as part of the park
enhancements, including linking with and contributing to tegional gresen transport
networks. Integration of these nes e3s rouites will encourage more sustainable
formd of transpart and will open up Shorme Wood to a much wider population,

The two previows satellite car parks were closad toal
back to woodland and 10 impeove taffic manag
um‘rr The main car park has been extended 2
miobility-Impaired wsers as well 24 bicycle p.
woeagh & strall change for parking
mrane sustainable transpart methods. such as pub
ices from London to local stations at Meopham, G
stations are served by local buses and taxis
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s of coppicing
wichely in 1

a traditional method of woodiand management whereby ree Sems
ut down 1o a low level. New tree shooss subsequently eme

number of yvears the coppled tree §
woodland is harvested in sections on rotation to ensure an annual harvest and

reguiar mcome foe the forester, This has the side-effect of Increasing biodaversity
v light is allewed back to the woodland floor prompring the

» harvested again. Typically coppeced

werge. Certain plant species theive in coppiced woodland and if
cutting oeases, the dense canopy that forms shades the woodland floor, causing
these plants and the fauna that rely on them to die out

The various elements of the bullding, such as the Intenmal walls, struc
and floorboards, incoeponmte different forma of
testutal qualitees and colours that will weather and ol
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The curved building is externally clad wath sweet chestnut, As the Ces
to the slements, these chesinut pal B yweathert and tum silve
shingles are used as roof cladding These are the only buiding matenial sourced from
autside the United Kingdom, being shipped from Canada.




